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Advisory Opinion Issued on August 20,2007

A situation in which a member of the Queen Anne's County Commission on Aging

holds a position as Senior outreach coordinatoi for the campaign of a candidate running for

congress presents at least an appearance of conflict of interest' The commission determined

that this relationship .,oiJur", the conflict of Interest section of the Queen Anneos county Public

Ethics Law, specifically $8-1lA(7). _^.,-*,, D,,r.ri^ Fthinc luct in which
o Section g-+ injicates that the County Public Ethics Law applies to cont

performanc. 
"fCo*t' 

business "is subject to improper influence or even the

appearance of improper influence"'
r The standard for determining whether a situation presents an appearance of a conflict of

interest is: could an informea *r*u.t of the pubti" reasonabry berieve that there is a

conflict of interest?
oAninformedmemberofthepubliccouldreasonablybgt.igvgthattheprestigeofthis

County ro*rnirrion membeit-oln". and/or confidential information leamed in the

course 
"f 

;ft i" ihe commision *.*ter's offrce would be used for the commission

member's private gain or that of the candidate'


